Pyramid Building

It isn’t working.

Daily, legions of workers wake up, get ready for their day/week, drive in single occupancy vehicles on our nations highways with many others, and compete with their co-workers to be considered credit-worthy by their banks, just to acquire more of what our society deems as signs of “success.” 

As individuals, we can vote with our ballot, vote with our pocket books, but still, nothing seems to be getting done. 

Our political leaders go round and round, talking about how to fix the ills of the middle- and lower-class, while safely maintaining the support of their well-funded constituents. 

Do you think this is right?
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An increasing number of families are being torn apart due to competition for rapidly dwindling resources. Single-mother families and divorces are on the rise.

While marketers gather data about your buying habits, continually refining their psychological and sociological techniques, putting so much effort into selling people things, Racism, Sexism, Nationalism…hatred and greed and crime, are rampant. 

Multi-national corporations make decisions that effect whole towns and entire national economies while ignoring local laws. Local control, local guidance, is swiftly becoming a thing of the past. The same corporations decide what genes to tinker with and we eat their food products, unwittingly unsure of the over-all, long-term, outcomes.

Corporations such as Enron fall, the Stock Market dips, and loyal employees who have been working for years are suddenly out of a job, stripped of their savings…savings placed in the trust of some long-distance stock broker who dabbles in a field based on far-too-often unseen money, money that exists only as an electronic file somewhere else.

On the environmental front, the amount of trees being cut down and shipped across the sea is rising. 

Speaking of the sea, global warming, the reality of which has finally been admitted by the Bush administration, is causing the water levels of the Pacific and Atlantic to rise. And still we continue to produce and drive larger, more polluting, cars and trucks. Is anyone paying attention?

So. just what are we doing?

We’re building pyramids.

In ancient Egypt, thousands of laborers worked for years, decades, to produce the various pyramids that dot the desert. Many died, many suffered, but still they labored on to complete monuments for leaders. Is there a parallel between the pyramid builders of Egypt and the workers of today’s consumer society? 

Ask yourself who really benefits from your labor? Is it you or your manager with the stock options? If the company fails, who gets dividend checks and who gets to stand in the unemployment line? Ever think of what you’re doing as pushing large blocks of rock up and up and up, day after day, as building a pyramid for someone else?

Then, ask yourself who determines what your labor is worth? Ever feel your salary is rather arbitrarily determined? 

If you work in an office, ask yourself why, since the realization of the computer, which was supposedly a great “time saver” for the average worker, has the average hours/workweek risen, instead of fallen? 

Come up with any answers yet?

More Politics is not the answer

Once hailed as the saviors of the working class, the Democratic party is now labeled as “limo liberals”. Between the two leading political parties, the difference is quickly being blurred. Our elected leaders have seemingly lost contact with their true constituents, the mass populace, as they neglect the overall individual, community, and local health, while carefully maintaining the status quo.

This isn’t about socialism, or communism, or any other political party. Successive historical waves of “reform” have proven pointless. What this is all about is asking yourself “is it really working?”

Did you answer no?  Then, if you want to help yourself and the world,
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By Daniel Quinn. Ishmael is not the solution, but it does offer the beginnings of the answer.
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